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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Statement by Member for North West Central 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [12.58 pm]: As shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, National 
Reconciliation Week is a time to reflect and act, and to acknowledge Australia’s important journey towards a fair, 
equitable and reconciled country. I encourage all Western Australian to dedicate time during the week to actively 
learn more about the history and culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This year’s theme 
“More than a word: Reconciliation takes action” is a call to all Australians to be part of the challenge. We have 
come a long way, but there are still many milestones to reach and challenges to overcome. It is important to recognise 
the role that we can collectively play in our nation’s future. Apart from celebrating the week, we need to reflect on 
the pain inflicted on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people while we also explore ways of nurturing inclusive 
relationships and communities with all fellow Australians for a better tomorrow. Learning from each other is a step 
forward. Reconciliation is not something that we should think about only once a year; it is something that we 
should think about every day in every small way. 
As a regional member of Parliament, I am acutely aware of the unique challenges Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people face when it comes to critical issues like health, education, housing and employment. Our work 
and policies regarding the disparities between First Nations and non-Indigenous people is ongoing. As the shadow 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I am committed to fighting better outcomes and pushing for equality in our state. 
Reconciliation is everyone’s business, and this week is a timely reminder for us to start conversations about our 
history and how we can progressively and collectively achieve a reconciled country. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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